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FRED D. WEST 
STILL ACTIVE 

His Vessel Sunk and He Was 
48 Hours in Open 

Boat. _) 

That ubiquitious Provincetown boy, 

Fred Dunham West, has popped up 

again, this time at Aux Cayes, Haiti, 

after an encounter with a German 

submarine and a 48-hour experience 

in an open boat following the sinking 

of his vessel by said submarine, says 

the Provincetown Advocate. Only a 

few weeks ago friend West was still 

pegging away at the job that had held 

him at Miami, Florida, for more than 

a year—in the employ of the Bower’s 

Southern Dredging company, where 

he “made good,” as was evidenced by 
his quick rise from deckhand to night 
superintendent. Since that time he 
has been at sea, as master, as mate, 
as acting master, and as master, in 
turn, and is now mate of a vessel that 
is loading log-wood at Aux Cayes, for 
Mobile. 
When he left the dredginig com- 

pany’s employ it was to take com- 
mand of a small steamer running be- 
tween Miami and Nassau, Bahamas, 
at good pay, but at the end of the 
first trip, West’s steamer was taken 
over by the government, to be used as 
a patrol boat. 

But on the very next day this ‘‘one 
armed man who is never out of a 
job” shipped as mate on a steam 
yacht that was bound to Martinique, 
for French government duty. That 
yacht stopped at Porto Rico on the 
outward passage and from point on 
friend West was actinig captain, for 
the former master left the craft at 
Porto Rico. 

Arrived at Martinique, the yacht 
was armed and employed as a tender 
for the French cruiser M—s. West 
remained on the yacht for a short 
time, then shipped on a four masted 
schooner that was bound to Bordeaux, 
France. But that craft’s trip was 
cancelled by the government order,, 
‘tis stated, and West was once more 
without a ship. But only for a little 
time, for he quickly got a master’s 
berth on a three-masted (English) 
‘and had (he writes) ‘a fine run as far 
fas the Western, Islands, and 180 
miles north a German submarine blew 
jer up’. West and crew were 
picked up, after spending 48-hours in 
the small boat, by a Norwegian 
steamer, which craft landed them at 
iPorto Rico, where West was fortun- 
ate enough to get a first mate’s posi- 
tion on a vessel whose captain proved 
‘to be an old-time friend of his. It 
was on this craft, he wrote at Aux 
Cayes, January 21st, relating his re- 

icent adventures. 
Fred D. West has but one arm. 

The right arm is buried at Herschel 
Islands, Arctic Ocean, where it was 
amputated—at the shoulder—follow- 
ing the receipt cof a gun-shot wound. 
Nevertheless, West is rarely idle for 
long. Since recovering the injury 
that seemed likely to ‘‘lay him on the 

| shelf’ he has spent most of his time 
‘at sea, where, as before the time of 
jarm-loss, adventure after adventure 
of startling nature has come his way. 
Before he lost his good, right arm, 

|} West was a whaleman and seal hun- 
ter. The loss of his arm_ unfitted 
him, of course, for further active 
participation in those pursuits, but 
did not prevent him from sailing as 
master and mate on sealing craft, or 
filling mate’s position on merchant 
vessels. Since he lost his arm, West 
has had more rough experiences at 
sea than most seamen experience in 

a whole life time. Within the space 
of three months two big vessels; the 
four-master S@gamore (night of April 
10, 1917) and the big Maud Sher- 
wood (night of July 16, 1907) were 
sunk under him, by collision with the 

| Norwegian tramp steamer Eda, and 
the Baker Palmer, respectively. 

Friend West has only one arm, but 
it is said of him, that he not only 

j succeeded in securing himself by the 
jaid of a “‘messenger’ and hook under 
the head-stays of the Palmer but he 
there upheld the shrinking form of 
fhis captain’s sick wife until, amid 
the turmult and confusion that at- 
tended the crash, and the scramble of 

{the Sherwood’s men to the Palmer’s 
deck, “Tom” Smith, boatswain of the 
Palmer, discovered the plight of the 
pair and saw that they were taken 

bobstay was not effected until after 
‘the Baker’s jibboom had been snap- 
ped asunder by the down-null of the 
springstay of the sinking Sherwood. 

Adventures no end have enveloped 
big-hearted Fred West through all 
his sea “scrape’’ will ~ make good 
reading when he gets back to his 
Cape Cod home. 
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